By Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn
Public Affairs Superintendent

“Progress Through Unity” isaslogan and the hall-
mark of Joint Task Force-Bravo, and the task force
demonstrated itsprogressNov. 3inacombined forces
training exerciseinthestorm stricken region of north-
ernHonduras.

Twenty-two membersfrom avariety of Soto Cano
agenciesboarded two CH-47 Chinook helicoptersand
headed northfor San Pedro Sula. Oncethere, task force
members married up with Honduran military and U.S.
Agency for International Development officials— and
28,000 poundsof relief supplies.

With daylight slowly melting away, the newly
formed team unloaded three trucksinto the two heli-
copterswith much needed suppliesdestined for themu-
nicipalitiesof Yoroand Morazan.

Purified water, beans, nutritional supplement pack-
ages, bread, and milk wereontheday’ smenu, withrolls
of plastic sheeting for temporary shelter repairsround-
ing out theshipment’ sinventory.

Flying throughdrizzlingrain, over river drainages
and mountain ridgesto the remote municipalitieswas
completedinashort 20-minuteairlift that wasimpossi-
ble by ground transportation due to Hurricane
Michelle’ sdamageto roadsand bridges.

Upon landing in a soccer field in Morazan, it ap-
peared the whole town gathered to greet the visitors.
Ringingthehelicopter weremorethan athousand town
residents, someof whomwereenlistedtoformahuman
chainto off-load theaircraft.

Despitetherelentlessrainthat preceded thevisit for
nearly aweek, therewasnot acloudy faceinthecrowd.
L ocal |aw enforcement maintained thecrowd asafedis-
tancefrom thewhirling helicopter bladesasmorethan
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Local nationals unload food and other supplies from a CH-47 Chinook . Supplies were sent to the north-
ern Honduran municipalities of Yoro and Morazan as relief for damage done by Hurricane Michelle.
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The base as a whole is nearly
100 percent contacted with more
than four weeksleft to givetothe
program.Total  contributions:
$5061.00

ARFOR — 100 percent con-
tacted $1,485in contributions.

MEDEL — 100 percent con-
tacted, $3012in contributions

J-Staff — 100 percent contact-
ed, $564 in contributions

1-228th — Nearly 100 percent
contact, contributions need to be
tallied

The annual Air Forcevs. Army football
game, known as the Turkey Bowl, will
beheld Nov.21 atthe soccerfield start-
ing at8a.m.Players are currently need-
ed for both teams. If you’re interested
in playing, contact MWR at ext. 4458.
Pre-game, halftime and post-game ac-
tivities and raffles will be available for
everyone, so even if you don’t play,
comeand supportyour service team.

Postal reminders for
holidays Page 3

SARteam practices
rescue Pages4&5

Tributeto the Stars and
Stripes Page 7

Prowrestlers tear up
Soto Cano Page8
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Commanders Corner
Cheneythanks vets at Arlington ceremony

By Jim Garamore
American Forces Press Service

ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY, Va—
VicePresident Dick Cheney said the service members
of today cantake asexamplesalongline of American
veteranswho havedefended freedomaroundtheworld.

Cheney, who represented George Bush at the Presi-
dential Wreath Ceremony at the Tomb of the Un-
knowns, said every veteran has contributed to the ad-
vanceof thisnationand theadvance of human freedom.

“Every veteran hasearned thisnation’ spermanent
gratitude,” hesaid.

Even as Americansremember veterans, anew war
rages. “Inthisnew century, war hascometo us,” Ch-
eney said. “The terrorists who attacked this country
have declared themselves the mortal enemies of the
United Statesand will bedealt with assuch.”

HetoldthecrowdintheMemorial Amphitheater that
Americanshavenoillusionsabout thedifficultiesthat
lieahead.

“We cannot predict the length or the course of the
conflict,” hesaid. “ But weknow with absol utecertain-
ty that thisnationwill persevereand wewill prevail.”

Cheney said today’s service members “have the
compl ete confidence of thecommander inchief andthe
respect of theentirenation.”

Thevicepresident said that sincethefounding of the
Republic, 48 million Americans have served in the
armed forces. About 25 million of those veterans are
alivetoday, including 2,000 who were on active duty
Nov. 11,1918, whenthe Armisticeending WorldWar |
took effect.

Hesaid Arlington containsthe graves of many vet-
eranswho servedthecountry throughlonglives. “Here,
too, aremany thousandswho never lived to becalled
veterans, fromour Civil War totheattack onthe Penta-
gontwo monthsagotoday,” hesaid.

“OnVeteransDay, weremember thefallenand show
our respect to those still among us— the veteranswe
know as our friends, neighbors relatives and col-
leagues.”

Hesaid veteransremember their military serviceas
being oneof their defining experiences. “ Themilitary
drew out thebest that wasinthem, instilling thehighest
standardsof diligence, disciplineandloyalty,” hesaid.
“That isabondjoining every veteranfrom every branch
of service.”

He said Americans owetheir way of lifeto the na-
tion’ sveterans, especially those of World War 11. He
guoted awoman who spoke of theinfluence of her fa-
ther,an Army Air Forcesvet of WorldWar 11.

“*Honesty, integrity, hard work, personal responsi-
bility and perseverance were all around me and | ab-
sorbed them almost imperceptibly.’

“Her parents’ generation had asimilar effect onthe
entirenation, and our sense of gratitudetothat genera-
tion only deepenswiththeyears,” Cheney continued.

Hesaidthetool sof conflict havechanged evensince
theend of theVietnam War. Smart bombs, stealthtech-
nology, laser range finders and the associated tech-
nologieshavechanged war.

“Y et our most basic military asset hasnot changed at
al: Itisthecharacter, the daring and the resourceful -
nessof thosewho dothefighting,” hesaid. “No matter
how complicated war might be, it alwayscomesdown
totheoneswho fly the planes, manthe shipsand carry
therifles.”

Chaplain’sCorner
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Character forms essence oftrue heroes

By Chaplain (Col.) John Blair
Air Education and Training Command chaplain

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas— Asl
reflect uponthe Sept. 11 attackson our great country,
| haveto ask: what intangiblesdo we possessto carry
usthroughthisterriblecrisis?\What providesuswith
our courage, strength, faith and resolve? What makes
uswhoweare?

Theanswer isour character.

Character can bedescribed inmany different ways,
but thereisonepersonwho bringsitintofocusfor me:
Rocky Blier Blier wasahalfback for the Pittsburgh
Steelersand isaliving legend. Each time heran, a
miracleunfolded beforeyour eyes.

Blier was a monument to courage and character.
Professional football scoutstagged him asfollows:
“Can’'twinintheNFL withthiskid,” “Isnot capable
of playing professional football” and “I don’t think
thisman can makeaproclub.”

However, Blier was selected 417 out of 441 foot-
ball playersdraftedintheNFL in 1968. The Steelers
picked 18 playersand Blier wasthe 18th. Hewasthe

only oneof the18 whomadeitin profootball.

Blier wasdraftedintothe Army that sasmeyear and
later had afoot, |eg and thigh severely injured during
combat in the Vietnam War. He was separated from
the Army with 40 percent disability.

After returning from Vietnam, Blier attended the
Steelers’ training camp.

Despitetheoddsbeing stacked against him, dueto
hisinjured leg and time away from the game, Blier
had non-physical skills working in his favor. One
coachcalledit heart, another courage, and athird sug-
gested character.

Character is that intangible force that retrieves
shattered dreamsand deflated hopes.

Blier’ sfortitudeto persevereembodiesthewords
of Joshual:9, “ Bestrong and of good courage; benot
frightened, neither be dismayed; for the Lord your
Godiswithyouwherever yougo.”

Pick the biography of any man or woman who has
made alasting contribution to humanity. Somewere
extremely brilliant whileotherswere courageous.

But onecharacteristicwill bepresentinevery case:
character. Every person who achievesgreatnesspos-
sessesit. Character iswhat Dr. George Sheehan, inhis

book “Runningand Being,” referstowhen hewrites,
“I havecharacter whichissimply thedecisionto stand
pain.”

He further states, “Some think of character as
sprinting at theend of arace, but character iswhat gets
you thereto begin with. Character startsback in the
hillswith six milesstill to go and you are thinking of
how you can get out of it without anyone noticing.
Character beginswhen you have40 minutesof torture
left andyou’ realready hurting morethanyouever re-
member.”

Character isalsowhat Sheehan callsthe*wall” —
thepsychological breaking point that comesat the 20-
milemark of a26-milemarathon.

Thewall iswheretherunner beginstofall apart.

Fromthewall, therunner goesit all alone.

We have all been witnesses to many courageous
actsduring thepast few weeksby peoplewecanonly
classify astrue heroes. So many displayed character
and gavetheir livesinorder to saveothers.

| challengeyouto reflect on thetrue greatness of
our (Armed Forces). Remember, Americacannot be
measured by its productivity or national resources,
but only by itscharacter.
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Get postallyready forupcoming holiday season

By Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn
Public Affairs Superintendent

SantaClausmay have atime-proven method of get-
ting goodiesaroundtheworldinonenight, but for those
of usat Soto Canowerely soley onthebig eagle—the
U.S. Postal Service.

With the upcoming holiday season, and in light of
world eventsthereare sometwiststo the normal over-
seasmailing proceduresthat servicemembershereand
folks back home need to observe so those Christmas
confectionsand holiday heartwarmingsarriveontime.
Timeisof theessencefor folkssending packagesfrom
thestates. Toensuredelivery of holiday cardsand pack-
agestoall military APO and FPO addresses, the postal
service recommends space-available mail should be
posted by Nov. 27; and priority mail, first-classcards,
and lettersshould be posted by Dec. 11.

For that Honduran-crafted wood box that mom is
getting, Soto Cano servicemembersneedtogetitinthe
mail soon al so, asthe sametimelinesapply for getting
goodstotheUnited States.

Sofor Aunt Lucy to get her tropical fruit basket on
time, it should beinthemail beforedeadline... What?

Election shows democracy Honduran style

Nofruit baskets? NotintheU.S. mail. Mailingrestric-
tionsprohibit shipmentsof coffee, firearms, raw fruits,
meats, alcohol, and living plants according to Soto
Cano Postal Clerk, Tech. Sgt. Scott Evans. Remember,
whoenforcestherulesdoesn’t makethem— so bekind
toour postal clerks.

Evansal so wanted to remind postal patronsto pre-
parecustomsslipsfor all packagesand advised thereis
no registered mail or express mail available to Soto
Cano members— for inbound or outbound items.

Be prepared for long lines, as many servicemem-
bers' packageswill be processed through the next six
weeks.

Withthemailing community upinarmsover thean-
thrax issue, there are precautions that the Military
Postal Service Agency has recommended to prevent
your pricel esspackagefrom beingintercepted by high-
tech powder sniffersemployed to detect potential prob-
lem parcels.

Postal service officials recommend people in the
United States or overseas not send powders in their
packages, asany powder may trigger an alarm activa-
tion. The packageswill be detained and the best-case
scenarioisthey will bedelivered|ate.

Another advisory is sending electric toyswith the
batteriesinstalled. If they could turn onand buzz, vi-

By 1stLt. Richard Komurek
Public Affairs Director

Thepolitical parties

LiketheUnited States, two partiesdominate Honduran

Democracy isinaction throughout Hondurasasthe na-
tion preparesto chooseanew president Nov. 25. Whilethis
may not seem like abig deal for Americans, an election
takesonadifferent significanceinaregionwheremilitary
dictatorshipsusedto bethenormjust two decadesago. The
electionisaspecial timenot only for Hondurans, but for
JTF-Bravo personnel aswell. JTF-Bravo memberscanbe
proud about being part of atask force hasbeen asupporter
of democracy inthe Central Americasince 1982 and the
upcoming election offers a unique opportunity to gain a
greater understanding about the country of Hondurasand

itspeople.

Don’t have a clue about Honduran politics? Here's
some basic information about the history of Honduran
democracy, thepolitical partiesand the current presiden-

tial candidatesthat will help make somesenseof itall.
History of Hondur an democr acy

Though Hondurashasbeen arepublic since 1821 it has
had ahistory of military ruleand political instability. From
the beginnings of democracy that sprouted fromacoupin
1957tothefull transfer of power fromthemilitary tocivil-
ianruleand freeelectionsin 1981, Honduras experienced
decadesof military regimesand wasthreatened by revol u-
tionsand civil warsin neighboring countries. Democracy
in Hondurasisbased upon aconstitution that wascreated
in 1980 which statesthat Honduras hasthree branches of

government:

* A president, elected for afour-year termand not subject

tore-election

* A 128 member unicameral congresselected to afour-

year term

* Anindependent judiciary headed by anine-member

supreme court el ected for afour-year term by congress

In addition, since 1994 Honduras al so had a semi-au-
tonomous public ministry headed by an attorney general
who iselected by congressto afive-year term. Thepublic
ministry handlesmost public prosecutionsincluding cor-

ruption and abuse of publicauthority.

by theNational Party.

percentage of votes.
Thecandidates

cardo Maduro of theNational Party.

Ponceisa70-year-old teacher who isthe president of
congressand hisrival Maduroisa55-year-old business-
man who was born in Panama but is a Honduran citizen

through hisgrandmother.

aretheeconomy, crimeand education.

thegatesof Soto Cano.

friendsand neighborsthroughout Central America.

in Hondurasand State Department Web sites.)

Thecurrent president, CarlosRoberto Flores,isamem-
ber of theLiberal Party and hasbeenin office since 1998.
Inthecurrent €l ectiontherearea so candidatesfrom L eft-
ist Democratic Unification Party, thelnnovation and Social
Democratic Union and the Christian Democrats. These
partiesare minority partiesand generally do not get ahigh

Thetwo main contendersfor the Honduran presidency
areRafael PinedaPonceof theruling Liberal Party and Ri-

Maduro has support from the business community and
conservativesandisexpected to betough on crimebecause
his son was kidnapped and killed, said Fedak. Ponce’'s
campaign stresses social programs and employment op-
portunitiesfor youths, hesaid. Themain political issues

So who will win, the schoolteacher politician or the
young, conservative businessman? Watch the local TV
newsor scanthelocal headlinestofind out after theNov. 25
election. In the meantime, ask Honduran friends or co-
workersabout their opinionsand learn about life outside

Servicememberslikely find that even when it comesto
politics, Hondurans and Americans have morethingsin
common than areuncommon and that theissuesthat con-
cern usand our families are the same ones shared by our

(Editorsnote: InformationgatheredfromU.S Embassy

brate, tick or otherwise make noises, they will justifi-
ably cause suspicion and detention.

Evansofferedthefollowingtipsto makethemailing
processalittleeasier and prevent delaysat the post of -
ficeor problemswith the packages:

» The post office accepts cash only, no checks or
credit cards

* The post office can cash postal money orders if
thereisenough cash onhand

* Packing material can bepurchased at theBX

» The BX may have some empty packing boxesfor
first-come, first-servepatrons

* Expectlonglines, and avoid the peak timesat lunch
and after work

* Ensurereturn addressesareon packages, they must
match customslip addresses

» Nomasking tapeor Scotchtapetowrap packages

*Souvenir machetes: In a leather sheath and
wrapped securely

*Don'tcall toask, “Isthemail postedyet?” asthis
delaysthepostal clerk’ sduties

The post officeisawayslooking for volunteersto
help sort and pitch mail. Servicememberswho would
liketo give someassistance during the holiday season
can give Evans a call to schedule atime for the 30-
minutetraining session.

Civil affairs helps
local orphanage

The forty-four orphans at the nearby
Guadal upe Orphanage are going to have
a happier Christmas this year thanksto
theeight enlisted soldiersfromthe478th
Civil Affairs Battalion in Perrine, Fla.
who visited Soto Cano from Oct. 9 to
Nov. 4.

Thesoldiersmadedaily visitstotheor-
phanage and provided light to a half-
dozenroomsby installing light fixtures,
repairing wiring, and installing light
switches. In addition, soldiers painted
rooms, performed outside and inside
trashremoval, fixed plumbing problems,
repaired roof |leaks, and provided fanven-
tilationtothedining area.

Sgt. 1st Class Adonis Sanchez, team
sergeant, said Sgt. Carlos Garciaof Mia-
mi spearheaded the efforts at the orphan-
age. “Garciaservedonanearlier rotation
at Soto Canothisyear and visited theor-
phanage. Whenhereturnedto our unit he
took up acollection among unit members
to buy supplies and repair itemsfor the
kidsat theorphanage,” Sanchez said.

Garciacommented, “ Sgt. Juan Robles
brought his electrical knowledge to the
siteand provided lighting, ventilation to
thedining areaand switchesfor the chil -
drentouse.”

Staff Sgts. Darrel Cambleand Charles
Lawrenceinstalled polesin cement and
put up linesfor clothesdrying.

“Thereisstill plenty of needsat theor-
phanage. The kids appreciate soldiers
visiting them and playing with them.
Anyonewho has any experiencein con-
struction can make adifferenceat theor-
phanage,” Garciasaid.

politics. Accordingto 1stLt. Scott Fedak, deputy director
of intelligence, theruling Liberal Party ismuchlike Amer-
ica’ sDemocratic Party and the National Party islikethe
RepublicanParty. Since1980, theliberalshavewonall na-
tional electionsexcept theel ection of 1989, whichwaswon
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SAR Teamtotherescue

(ster Sgt. Jeff Bohn
tendent

Story and photos by
Public Affairs Supe

Somefolksgot miore than acoffee-kick start to their day Nov. 6 asan early morn-
ing major accident response exerciseinvolving Soto Cano servicemembersrecalled
many soldiersandairmentotheir work centers.

According to the J3 planning and operations scenario, the exercisewasto havea
helicopter reportedmissing and to have Soto Cano command and control, aviation,
search andrescue, medical, and security personnel launchinto action for therescue
andrecovery. Thetwist onthisexercisewastheunknown remotenessof the playing
ground asit wasmorethan 20 minutesaway by air.

Afterthe exercise started, everyone moved into high gear and rescue effortswere
launched. Thesearch beganand concluded rapidly despiteincreased cloud cover and

-
weather that threatened rain. Arriving avfﬂ@rsand search and reseueteam %ember
landed near the accident siteand quickly began their trained duties. Rapl
sessment and treatment, areasweepstolocatemissingvictims, S|tesecur|ty and set
ting up on-site command and control weretheordersof theday.

Medical evacuation started quickly afterpatient triage'and care began. Multipl
flightsbrought out additional support personnel and transported exercnsew cti msfo
treatment at themedical element. 4

Whilethe exercise was meant to evaluate crashlocation, medical tre&men a
tient evacuation, and security control measures; many other items were test
cluding communi cation, home-based support functionsands mpleitems—li kewh'
brought thewater for an extended operation.

Thisrealistic exercisegave morethan an evaluationasmany memberscomméqt
ed on how theexercisevalidated proceduresandidentified itemsthat morgsimpl:
exercisesjustcouldn’ttest. Inall the operation wasasuccess.
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’fc. Jammin Smith of Joint Security Forces secured the helicopter exercise

rash scene against potential hostile forces. Exercising security isaprimary  yhjje Spc. Ricky Baxter gathered vital-sign information on an exercise casu-
askinremoteareas to protect personnel and guard against theft. alty that suffered from a severe chest wound.

Two medical element medics worked together to save an exercise casualty.
Staff Sgt. Paul Vargas, who radioed patient status and coordinated evacuation,

:uers moved victims over rough terrain and shoulder-high grass more than 200 yards to the medical evacuation helicopter.
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Commander’strophy ...

Air Force Academy linebacker Jon Highley forces Army running back
Josh Holdon to fumble during the first half of the annual Army vs Air
Forcegame Nov. 3in Colorado Springs Colo. Air Force defenders killed
three Army first-halfdrives by forcing turnovers. Air Forcewentonto de-
feat Army 34-24 and retain the Commander in Chief's Trophy.

PERSTEMPOwill betracked

By JoeBurlas
Army News Service

WASHINGTION — The Army
will continueto track individual de-
ployment days, even though special
high-deployment per diem has been
suspended.

An Oct. 8 Department of Defense
memorandum directed theservicesto
continue tracking deployment days
when it suspended therequirement to
pay $100 aday to soldiers deployed
morethan 400 daysinarolling 730-
day window.

“I want to dispel themisconception
that the Army will no longer track
PERSTEMPO deployment days,”
said Mg. Denise McCann, PER-
STEMPO action officer, Officeof the
Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel.
“That misconceptionisout there be-
cause of the incorrect wording of a
newspaper articlethat stated the serv-
icesarenolonger requiredtotrack de-
ployment dayswith PERSTEMPO.”

“The continued tracking of PER-
STEMPO dataisimportant because
the PERSTEM PO Web-based appli-
cationisthe Army’sonly individual
deployment database,” McCannsaid.
“That database can bevery valuable
in devel oping after-action reportsto

seejust how many soldiersit took to
accomplish aspecific missionor op-
eration.”

When the national emergency is
over, McCann said, the PERSTEM-
PO per diemwaiver will belifted. She
said an inter-service PERSTEM PO
committee is considering the
specificsof how the deployment-day
counter will bereinstated. Currently
the law statesthat the deployed days
were counted for management pur-
posesout of a365-day rolling window
and for payment purposes out of a
730-day rolling window.

The suspension could be lifted
sooner if Rep. CynthiaM cKinney has
her way. A member of the House
Armed Services Committee from
Georgia, McKinney introduced abill
on Oct. 23to removethe PERSTEM-
PO suspension authority. While the
proposed bill has been introduced, a
hearing onit hasyet to be schedul ed,
said EricLausten, alegislativeassis-
tanttoMcKinney.

Soldiers November Leave and
Earnings Statement will reflect the
suspension of the PERSTEMPO
clock with the following in the re-
marks section: “Effective 8 October
2001 theaccumulation of deployment
daysfor purposesof determining high
deployment per diemissuspended.”

DOD suggests alternatives
to letter writing campaigns

WASHINGTON — Department of
Defense officials are suggesting new
waysfor Americansto show support for
servicemembersdeployed overseas.

Theinitiativesprovidealternativesto
traditional letter-writing campaign
which were suspended because of at-
tacks on America. DOD officials sug-
gest Americans support the troops by
hel ping the communitiesinwhich they
live.

For example, peoplecanvisitaVeter-
ans Administration hospital or nursing
homeon behalf of servicememberswho
normally would visit but are now de-
ployed or otherwise occupied with their
duties.

Many servicemembers volunteer to
coach children’ steams, feed the home-
lessand aid their communitiesinavari-
ety of other ways. Interested Americans
can show their support and honor their
military by steppingintoassistinthese
programs.

Although many towns do not have a
military basenearby, military recruiters
arestationed nearly everywhere. Local
governments and chambers of com-
merce are encouraged to reach out to
theselocal membersof themilitary, in-
vitethemto speak at community events
and encourage membersof thecommu-
nity tolearnmoreabout America smili-
tary.Members of a community who
know familieswith adeployed service-
member might want to offer their sup-
port by reaching out to those families

whiletheir loved onesaredeployed.

A number of privateorganizationsare
developing Web-based methods for
Americansto show support. Whiledo-
nations of food and gifts for delivery
overseascan nolonger beaccepted, in-
terested Americansmight contributein-
steadto military relief societies.

These suggestionsareinresponseto
the suspension of the “Any Service
Member” mail program for operations
in Bosniaand Kosovo. Military postal
officialswill not beimplementingasim-
ilar program for Operation Enduring
Freedom. Operation Dear Abby, a
morale booster for servicemembers
overseasfor morethan 17 yearsalso has
been suspended.

Servicemembers value and appreci-
ate expressions of support from the
American people, and these and other
mail programs have been a significant
boost to morale. However, recent mail -
related attackshaveresultedin addition-
al precautions and safety concerns for
servicemembers.

Theincreased manpower required to
ensure safemail handling coupled with
theincreased volumeof mail that letter-
writing campaigns generate could ex-
ceed capabilities, and therefore cannot
besupported at thistime.

Normal mail delivery addressed by
nametoindividual servicememberswill
continueuninterrupted.

(Courtesy of Air ForceReserveCom-
mand News Service)

Enlisted promotions won’t be affected

By Staff Sgt. A.J. Bosker
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON —TheAirForce
istaking stepsto ensure promotionsto
theranksof staff sergeant, master ser-
geant and chief master sergeant are
not delayed because people are not
able to attend the required enlisted
professional military education
courses because of current opera-
tions, personnel officialssaid.

“The Air Force has temporarily
delegated approval authority for pro-
motion (to theaf orementioned ranks)
without EM PE completion to thedi-
rector of personnel at the major com-
mands,” said Air Force Lt. Col. Jan
Middleton, chief of promotion, eval-
uation and separation policy at the
Pentagon. “We are also waiving the
maximum graderestrictionsfor those
with waivers to attend PME in the
higher grade.”

Basically, this policy change al-
lowscommanders, on acase-by-case
basis, to request atemporary defer-

ment of PME prior to pinning-onrank
because of support of OperationsNo-
ble Eagle and Enduring Freedom,
Middletonsaid.

The MAJCOM personnel offices
will be responsible for monitoring
EPM E completion within 12 months
of sew-onor return from deployment,
whichever issooner, shesaid.

“Professional military educationis
critical to the successof our enlisted
corps,” said Air Force Senior Master
Sgt. Carol Dockery, chief of enlisted
promotion and evaluation policy at
the Pentagon.

“This modification does not di-
minish the importance of PME. In
fact, staff sergeantswill not beputin-
to a supervisory position until they
have completed airman leadership
school.”

Middleton said sheexpectsEPME
waivers to be the exception rather
thantherule.

“People granted waivers will be
scheduled for EPME as soon asthey
areavailablewithout negatively im-
pacting themission,” shesaid.
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Combat Lifesaver

Names are now being taken for indi-
vidualswho wish to attend the Combat
Lifesaver Course Nov. 26 though 28. If
you wish to attend please e-mail Spc.
Marco Estupinan or Sgt. Claudia Tress
beforeNov. Theisonly roomfor 14 peo-
pletotakethecourse, if interested con-
tact immediately. Times and locations
will be announced after the 14 openings
arefilled.

Do You Need Help?

Doyou havebugsinyour rugs, lightsout
at 7 p.m. only youwant to stay up past 9,
or areraindropsfalling onyour head —
insideyour hooch? You needtogivethe
DynCorp Help Desk acall toremedy
theseissues. DynCorpHelp Desk at ext.
4584 isavailable24-hourseach day to
report the ailmentsof issuesconcerning
plumbing, electrical, pest, and ahost of
other issuesdealing with your hooch or
thestructuresonbase. If youcall ina
job, record thejob order number for fol-
lowinguponthework. Many itemsare
responded toimmediately if they are
classed asan emergency work order.
Many jobsarecompletedwithin 24
hours. If you arenot satisfied with the
service, contact the BCE at ext. 4143.

ACAP seminar

An ACAP seminar is scheduled for
Nov. 27,Nov.28and Dec 3. It will beheld
at the base education center. It sathree-
day seminar that will help prepare ser-
vicemembersto transition out of theserv-
ice. All servicemembersretiring within
the next two yearsand thosewhowill be
separating of the servicewithin the next
year are welcometo attend. Contact 1st
Lt. Mariona, ARFOR S1 at ext. 4444 to
scheduleyouinfor theseminar hosted by
USARSO’sACAPoffice.

Thanksgiving dinner

JTF-Bravo Thanksgiving dinner will
beservedNov. 21 fromnoonto 2:30p.m.
at thediningfacility. Fromnoonto 12:30
p.m., the Turkey Bowl winner (ARFOR
or AFFOR) eatsfirst.

From 12:30 p.m. to 1 p.m., MEDEL,
Joint Security Forces and DynCorp is
served. From1p.mto 1:30 p.m., 1st Bat-
talion, 228th Aviation Regiment and Har-
risisserved. 1:30p.m.t02:30p.m. losers
eat last, AFFOR or ARFOR. Meal rates
are: PCS $4.40, TDY and others $5.30.
Casual dress required, no flip flops or
shorts.

By Master Sgt. Troy Edwards
36th Maintenance Squadron

Ordinary Americans by the mil-
lionsrevere our flag and display it
every day. Wefly itinfront of our
businesses, in our front yards, and
from balcony railing in our apart-
ment complexes. Wepintheflagon
our jacket lapelsand pasteit to the
windowsof our carsand trucks. As
soon asour toddlerscan holdalittle
stick intheir tiny fists, wegivethem
Old Glory to wave at the Fourth of
July parade. And at life’'send, we
drapethe casketsof our fallen patri-
otswith the Starsand Stripes. This
proud display of, and devotion to,
thesymbol of our nationisuniquely
American. Itishow wereaffirmthe
fact that weareindeed“ onenation,”
and that whatever our other differ-
ences, therearecorevalues Ameri-
cansholdincommon: abelief inthe
dignity of the individual, alove of
liberty, and a commitment to gov-
ernment of, for, and by the people.

The terrible atrocities that hap-

arebirthof patriotismthat | pray will
never beextinguished. Thesetragic
eventsmust serve asan everlasting
reminder that our flag carriesAmer-
ican ideas, American history and
Americanfeelings.

Beginning with the Continental
Congress, and coming down to our
time, initssacred heraldry, initsglo-
rious insignia, it has gathered and
stored chiefly thissupremeidea: di-
vineright or liberty inman.

Every color meansliberty, every
thread meansliberty, every form of
star and beam or stripe of light
means liberty-not lawlessness, but
organized, institutional liberty-lib-
erty through law, and for liberty!
The Americanflag isthe safeguard
of thisliberty. Not an atom of the
crownwasallowedtogointoitsin-
signia.

Not asymbol of authority in the

pened on September 11 havecreated |

ruler was permittedtogointoit. It
was an ordinance of liberty by the
people, for the people. That it
meant, that it means, and, by the
blessing of God, that it shall meanto
the end of time. God grant that it
may spend eternity in the “land of
thefreeand home of the brave” and
that it shall ever be know as “Old
Glory,” theflag of the United States
of America. Thecolorsof theUnit-
ed Statesflag symbolizethe patriot-
icidealsand spiritual qualitiesof the
citizens of thisnation. The stripes
proclaimthefearlesscourageandin-
tegrity of American men and boys
and the self-sacrifice and devotion
of Americanmothersand daughters.
The white stripes stand for
the purity and innocence of
this great na-
tion.

Red is
for thehardiness
and valor that was demon-
strated intheblood, sweat, and tears
that were shed on battlefields, where
our freedoms are preserved from
tyranny. Blueisfor the vigilance,
perseveranceandjustice, thecorner-
stoneof our foundation.

Theflag representsthese eternal
principles: liberty, justice, and hu-
manity. It embodiesour freedomsof
speech, religion, assembly, the
press, and the sanctity of the home.
It typifiesthat indomitable spirit of
determination brought to this land
by Christopher Columbus and our
forefathers: the Pilgrims, Puritans,
and settlers at Jamestown and Ply-
mouth. Itisasoldasthisnation. Itis

v

Theflag of the United States of America

aliving symbol of thisnation’ slaw:
the Constitution of theUnited States
andtheBill of Rights.

It voicesAbraham Lincoln’ sphi-
losophy, “ A government of the peo-
ple, by thepeople, for thepeople.” It
stands guard over our nation’s
schools, the seedbed of good citi-
zenshipandtruepatriotism. Itisdis-
played in every schoolroom
throughout this nation; every
schoolyard hasaflagpoleforitsdis-
play. Daily, thousands upon thou-
sandsof boysand girlspledgetheir
allegiance to this country and its
flag.

Americans, thisflagisthe sacred
emblem of our country. It symbol-
izes our birthright, our heritage of
liberty purchased with blood and
sorrow. Itisthetitle deed of free-
dom, whichisourstoenjoy and hold
truefor posterity. If wefail to keep
thissacredtrustinviolate, if theflag
isnullified and destroyed, our chil -
drenwill becomeslavestodicta-
torsand despots.

Eternal vigilanceisour priceof
freedom. Asyou seetheflag sil-
houetted against the peaceful
skies of this country, remind
yourself that thisisthe flag of
our country, that it stands for

what youare-nomore, noless.
Guarditwell, lest your free-
dom perishfromtheearth.
Letusdedicateour livesto
those principlesfor whichit stands,
“Onenationunder God, indivisible,
withliberty andjusticefor all.”

Pleaseremember what Woodrow
Wilson once said about our flag,
“Thelinesof red arelinesof blood,
nobly and unselfishly shed by men
who lovedtheliberty of their fellow
men morethan they loved their own
livesand fortunes. God forbid that
we should have to use the blood of
Americato freshen the color of the
flag. Butif it should ever be neces-
sary, that flag will be colored once
more, and in being colored will be
glorifiedand purified.”

Relief

(Continued fromPage 1)

16,500 poundsof food and supplieswere stacked for dis-
tribution.

Nearly asquick asthey came, the helicopter was soon
airbornefor areturntrip to Soto Cano— mission accom-
plished. Themissionleft alasting effect on servicemem-
bersperformingthemissionaswell.

“1felt good knowingthat | wasableto hel pthelocal pop-
ulationintheir time of need,” said Sgt. 1st ClassWallace
Clore, 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment helicopter
crew chief.

“1 think it al so hel ped by showingthe popul acethat even

though Americansaregoingthroughalot back inthestates,
wecanstill taketimeto help others. | feel it helped theuni-
ty of both countries.”

Echoingasimilar sentimentwas 1st L t. Pablo Raggio of
ARFOR, who said he was “Proud, to have led the small
team of JTF-Bravo soldiers that worked as a combined
teamtorapidly load and unl oad cargo with the ass stance of
theair crews,” Raggio continued though and said it was
“sad to seethe Honduran peopl € scurrent situation— but
happy weweremaking agoodimpact.”

Valuabletraining and | asting memorieswerethe bene-
fitsto the servicemembersinvolved in thishumanitarian
exercisethat concluded Saturday evening. For thepeople
of Yoro and Morazan, their exercisewill continue consid-
erably longer asthey rebuild from yet another disaster as
they havefor centuries.

Perhapstheir mottois*“ Progress Through Unity” also.
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Wrestlers bash and crash on Soto Cano

By Spc. Jon Christoffersen
Iguana Editor

The crowd roared as the big man was
hurled toward theboard inthe corner of the
ring, hitting it, it breaks off at it’ sbase, al-
lowing theropes around thering tofall to
thefloor.

Thebreaking of thering wasn’ t aboxing
match gone horribly wrong, it was profes-
sional wrestlersfrom theWorld Wrestling
Alliance entertaining Soto Cano troops
Nov.6and7.

Onthetwo nights, four wrestling match-
eswere held pitting some unknown faces
against each other, and also reintroducing
somefamiliar facesfrom the past.

Former World Wrestling Federation
stars, the Bushwackers faced the Head
Shrinkers in the final match of both
evenings. The second night, the tag-team
match was meyham. Thefour wrestlersto-
tally demolished thering, and spent most of
the match outside of the ring, near the
crowd. Chairs and trash cans were both
used asweapons, asthewrestlerskept go-
ing to the cheersof theassembled crowd.

Onmorethan oneoccasion, crowd mem-
bers were challenged to enter the ring to
back up the words they shouted at the
wrestlers. Cooler heads prevailed as pro-
wrestlersweretheonly onesgetting beat.
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Bushwacker Luke grips the hair of Headshrinker Sammy during the main event of World Wrestling Alliance show
Nov.7.Thewrestling took placeinsidewarehouse R-71with four matches held on both Nov.6and 7.

John Badillo gets his face smashed by Danny Gimondo during a wrestling
match Nov. 7. Badillo and Gimondo wrestled both nights.

Photos by Spc. Jon Christoffersen

Sgt. Carlos Garciagetsinto the act by arguing with one of the wrestlers. The
crowd gotinto theaction by heckling and cheering the wrestlers.



